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This special issue of Linear Algebra and its Applications honors Ludwig 
Elsner who celebrates his sixtieth birthday in January 1999. Ludwig Elsner is 
not only a colleague, teacher and collaborator but also a good friend. He has 
made very many distinguished contributions to mathematics in particular in 
the areas of core, applied and numerical linear algebra. But even in these areas 
his research interests are very diverse and this is also documented in the wide 
variety of topics that are covered in this issue. 
A keen jogger and singer, Ludwig has a lively interest in the world and in its 
different cultures. 
We congratulate him on his birthday and wish him continued success in his 
scholarly endeavors. 
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